THE patient was a young woman, a general servant, aged 24. The eruption had been present for about eight. years. It had begun on the neck, had after some years appeared upon the thighs, and more recently behind the knees. On the outer and front aspect of each thigh was an elongated oval patch, measuring 3 in. to 4 in. by 1I in. to 2 in., violet-red in colour, infiltrated, quadrillated, and here and there excoriated, and framed by a narrow band of pigmentation-in fact, a typical patch of so-called " lichenification," or " lichen chronicus simplex." The long axis of these symmetrically-arranged patches on the thighs was from just below the anterior and superior spine in a direction downwards and slightly inwards. On the back of the neck at its lower part were also two symmetrically-disposed similar but smaller patches; and there wag also a patch behind each knee, these latter being less infiltrated, probably because of more recent origin.
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The patient said that the patches itched intensely, and that she could not help rubbing these parts, which she did through the clothes. There was no itching of other parts of the skin, and firmly stroking the skin revealed no vasomotor irritability. The patient was otherwise in good health. Sometimes, for long periods, the itching had become less, and then the eruption had faded, though the patches had never quite disappeared at these times.
The case was in every respect a very typical example of lichen simplex of Vidal. A simple treatment for these patches was to cover them with adhesive plaster to prevent scratching, but X-ray applications were perhaps the best form of treatment. After a single Sabouraudpastille dose the itching was usually relieved within a few days, and infiltration cleared up within three or four weeks. In some cases a second or third application might be necessary at intervals of a month to six weeks. I
